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Barrack Architecture

Murray House was among the earliest military quarters built when Hong Kong
became a free port. It was made of bricks, as well as timber from Manila and granite
from Stonecutters Island. The three-storey building displays a blend of Chinese and
Western architectural elements; it has Western stone columns and a Chinese
pyramidal tiled roof. As Hong Kong’s climate is hot and humid, Murray House had
spacious verandas on all sides, and large windows were fitted to reduce the indoor
temperature and promote ventilation. Bamboo blinds were installed on the verandas

to block out the glaring summer sun.



